DOCUMENT RESUME 



ED 361 31A 



SP C34 706 



AUTHOR 
TITLE 

PUB DATE 
NOTE 



PUB TYPE 



EDRS PRICE 
DESCRIPTORS 



IDENTIFIERS 



van der Westhuizen, Gert J. 

Teacher Researcher Projects in South Africa: Some 
Trends and Issues • 
Apr 93 

26p.; Paper presented at the Annual Meeting of the 
American Educational Research Association (Atlanta, 
GA, April 12-16, 1993). 

Speeches/Conference Papers (150) Information 
Analyses (070) 

MF01/PC02 Plus Postage. 

^Action Research; Educational Practices; ^Educational 
Research; ^Educational Trends; Elementary Secondary 
Education; Foreign Countries; Higher Education; 
Literature Reviews; Research Design; Research 
Methodology; Research Needs; ^Research Projects; 
Teacher Education Programs; Trend Analysis 
^'South Africa; '''Teacher Researchers 



ABSTRACT 

This paper presents a review of research projects 
recently completed by teachers in South Africa. The purpose is to 
describe the nature of these projects and to see what trends emerge 
from an analysis of the location, purpose, design, methodology, and 
findings of the projects. Five different projects in which more than 
70 teachers have been involved are reviewed. Findings indicate that 
teacher research work is located in larger teacher education 
projects, and that clear differences exist in set-up and purposes of 
the studies. Action research methodology has been employed with 
varied levels of sophistication, rendering findings that are very 
personal and reflecting the complexities and conditions of teachers* 
work. The key issues highlighted and discussed are the location of 
teacher research work, the interests served by teacher research, the 
varied uses of action research, and the nature and value of findings 
made by teacher researchers. Some implications for further teacher 
research in South Africa are explored. An appendix provides brief 
descriptions of five projects reviewed in this document. 
(Approximately 60 references.) (LL) 
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